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Recommendations

The following is a list of the recommendations made in this volume.

Creating child safe communities through prevention (Chapter 2)

Recommendation 6.1 

The Australian Government should establish a mechanism to oversee the development and 
implementation of a national strategy to prevent child sexual abuse. This work should be 
undertaken by the proposed National Office for Child Safety (see Recommendations 6.16 
and 6.17 in Chapter 4) and be included in the National Framework for Child Safety (see 
Recommendation 6.15 in Chapter 4). 

Recommendation 6.2

The national strategy to prevent child sexual abuse should encompass the following 
complementary initiatives:

a. social marketing campaigns to raise general community awareness and increase 
knowledge of child sexual abuse, to change problematic attitudes and behaviour 
relating to such abuse, and to promote and direct people to related prevention 
initiatives, information and help-seeking services

b. prevention education delivered through preschool, school and other community 
institutional settings that aims to increase children’s knowledge of child sexual abuse 
and build practical skills to assist in strengthening self-protective skills and strategies. 
The education should be integrated into existing school curricula and link with related 
areas such as respectful relationships education and sexuality education. It should be 
mandatory for all preschools and schools

c. prevention education for parents delivered through day care, preschool, school,  
sport and recreational settings, and other institutional and community settings.  
The education should aim to increase knowledge of child sexual abuse and its  
impacts, and build skills to help reduce the risks of child sexual abuse

d. online safety education for children, delivered via schools. Ministers for Education, through 
the Council of Australian Governments, should establish a nationally consistent curriculum 
for online safety education in schools. The Office of the eSafety Commissioner should be 
consulted on the design of the curriculum and contribute to the development of course 
content and approaches to delivery (see Recommendation 6.19 in Chapter 5)

e. online safety education for parents and other community members to better  
support children’s safety online. Building on their current work, the Office of the 
eSafety Commissioner should oversee the delivery of this education nationally  
(see Recommendation 6.20 in Chapter 5)
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f. prevention education for tertiary students studying university, technical and further 
education, and vocational education and training courses before entering child-
related occupations. This should aim to increase awareness and understanding of the 
prevention of child sexual abuse and potentially harmful sexual behaviours in children

g. information and help-seeking services to support people who are concerned they may 
be at risk of sexually abusing children. The design of these services should be informed 
by the Stop It Now! model implemented in Ireland and the United Kingdom

h. information and help seeking services for parents and other members of the 
community concerned that:

i. an adult they know may be at risk of perpetrating child sexual abuse

ii. a child or young person they know may be at risk of sexual abuse or harm

iii. a child they know may be displaying harmful sexual behaviours.

Recommendation 6.3

The design and implementation of these initiatives should consider:

a. aligning with and linking to national strategies for preventing violence against adults 
and children, and strategies for addressing other forms of child maltreatment

b. tailoring and targeting initiatives to reach, engage and provide access to all 
communities, including children, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities, 
culturally and linguistically diverse communities, people with disability, and regional 
and remote communities

c. involving children and young people in the strategic development, design, 
implementation and evaluation of initiatives

d. using research and evaluation to:

i. build the evidence base for using best practices to prevent child sexual abuse  
and harmful sexual behaviours in children

ii. guide the development and refinement of interventions, including the piloting  
and testing of initiatives before they are implemented. 
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What makes institutions safer for children (Chapter 3)

Recommendation 6.4 

All institutions should uphold the rights of the child. Consistent with Article 3 of the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, all institutions should act with the best interests 
of the child as a primary consideration. In order to achieve this, institutions should implement 
the Child Safe Standards identified by the Royal Commission.

Recommendation 6.5

The Child Safe Standards are:

1. Child safety is embedded in institutional leadership, governance and culture 

2. Children participate in decisions affecting them and are taken seriously 

3. Families and communities are informed and involved 

4. Equity is upheld and diverse needs are taken into account

5. People working with children are suitable and supported 

6. Processes to respond to complaints of child sexual abuse are child focused 

7. Staff are equipped with the knowledge, skills and awareness to keep children safe 
through continual education and training 

8. Physical and online environments minimise the opportunity for abuse to occur 

9. Implementation of the Child Safe Standards is continuously reviewed and improved 

10. Policies and procedures document how the institution is child safe.
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Recommendation 6.6

Institutions should be guided by the following core components when implementing the  
Child Safe Standards:

  Standard 1: Child safety is embedded in institutional leadership, governance 
and culture 

a. The institution publicly commits to child safety and leaders champion a child  
safe culture.

b. Child safety is a shared responsibility at all levels of the institution. 

c. Risk management strategies focus on preventing, identifying and mitigating risks  
to children.

d. Staff and volunteers comply with a code of conduct that sets clear behavioural 
standards towards children. 

e. Staff and volunteers understand their obligations on information sharing 
and recordkeeping.

 Standard 2: Children participate in decisions affecting them and are taken seriously

a. Children are able to express their views and are provided opportunities to participate 
in decisions that affect their lives.

b. The importance of friendships is recognised and support from peers is encouraged, 
helping children feel safe and be less isolated. 

c. Children can access sexual abuse prevention programs and information.

d. Staff and volunteers are attuned to signs of harm and facilitate child-friendly ways  
for children to communicate and raise their concerns.

 Standard 3: Families and communities are informed and involved

a. Families have the primary responsibility for the upbringing and development of their 
child and participate in decisions affecting their child.

b. The institution engages in open, two-way communication with families and 
communities about its child safety approach and relevant information is accessible.

c. Families and communities have a say in the institution’s policies and practices.

d. Families and communities are informed about the institution’s operations 
and governance.
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 Standard 4: Equity is upheld and diverse needs are taken into account

a. The institution actively anticipates children’s diverse circumstances and responds 
effectively to those with additional vulnerabilities. 

b. All children have access to information, support and complaints processes. 

c. The institution pays particular attention to the needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children, children with disability, and children from culturally and linguistically 
diverse backgrounds.

 Standard 5: People working with children are suitable and supported 

a. Recruitment, including advertising and screening, emphasises child safety.

b. Relevant staff and volunteers have Working With Children Checks. 

c. All staff and volunteers receive an appropriate induction and are aware of their child 
safety responsibilities, including reporting obligations.

d. Supervision and people management have a child safety focus.

 Standard 6: Processes to respond to complaints of child sexual abuse are child focused 

a. The institution has a child-focused complaint-handling system that is understood by 
children, staff, volunteers and families. 

b. The institution has an effective complaint-handling policy and procedure which 
clearly outline roles and responsibilities, approaches to dealing with different types of 
complaints and obligations to act and report.

c. Complaints are taken seriously, responded to promptly and thoroughly, and reporting, 
privacy and employment law obligations are met.

  Standard 7: Staff are equipped with the knowledge, skills and awareness to keep 
children safe through continual education and training 

a. Relevant staff and volunteers receive training on the nature and indicators of child 
maltreatment, particularly institutional child sexual abuse.

b. Staff and volunteers receive training on the institution’s child safe practices and  
child protection. 

c. Relevant staff and volunteers are supported to develop practical skills in protecting 
children and responding to disclosures.
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  Standard 8: Physical and online environments minimise the opportunity for abuse to occur 

a. Risks in the online and physical environments are identified and mitigated without 
compromising a child’s right to privacy and healthy development.

b. The online environment is used in accordance with the institution’s code of conduct 
and relevant policies. 

  Standard 9: Implementation of the Child Safe Standards is continuously reviewed and 
improved 

a. The institution regularly reviews and improves child safe practices.

b. The institution analyses complaints to identify causes and systemic failures to inform 
continuous improvement.

 Standard 10: Policies and procedures document how the institution is child safe

a. Policies and procedures address all Child Safe Standards.

b. Policies and procedures are accessible and easy to understand.

c. Best practice models and stakeholder consultation inform the development of policies 
and procedures. 

d. Leaders champion and model compliance with policies and procedures. 

e. Staff understand and implement the policies and procedures.

Improving child safe approaches (Chapter 4)

Council of Australian Governments

Recommendation 6.7

The national Child Safe Standards developed by the Royal Commission and listed at 
Recommendation 6.5 should be adopted as part of the new National Statement of Principles for 
Child Safe Organisations described by the Community Services Ministers’ Meeting in November 
2016. The National Statement of Principles for Child Safe Organisations should be endorsed by 
the Council of Australian Governments.




